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An historical summary of the first one hundred
seventy-five years of The Fayette Baptist Church's life,
prepared in connection with its anniversary observance,
August, 1967.
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EXTRACT FROM PAGE l, OF THE RECORDS OF
FAYETTE BAPTIST CHURCH

"A small number of persons in the Plantashon called Starlin
addresses (Thanks) to all mighty God for his goodness towards
us that he has sent His Holey Spirit through this plantashon
& caused a Reformation In the minds of many & Blessed be his
holey Name that he has opened the Eyes of Sum & let them se
the Dreadfull State they are in by Nator & the Need they stand
in off a Savour & their insifishance of saving themselves & that
their salvation Lays holey in the free Sovrin Grace of God in
Crist Jesus & we desier still to bless & praise the Lord for his
Greate Goodness & Marcy towards us that he has Reveled Duty
to a small number that on the 3 Day of May, 1792, their was
seven went forward in ordinance of Baptizam by amar hon & we
Desire Still to praise the Lord for his goodness in reviving sum
old Sleeping Virgins bringing them up to their Duty to praise
the Lord & convincing many of Sin & in making them willing
to Except of Crist Jesus as Thou hast offered him in the Gospel
on showing it Duty to us to be Imbodyed into a Church & by
advice of Elder Isaac Case & other · we thot fit to send Letters
to Winthrop & Bowdoin churches For A sistance that we might
Joine with the Bowdoinham Association."

The Town of Fayette or Starling Plantation, as it was then
called had only been in existence about 12 years in 1792, when
the Fayette Baptist Church was first organized.
There has always been some argument as to whether Asa
Wiggin or Chase Elkins could claim the honor of being the
Town's first settler. Asa Wiggin made the first clearing about
1780, but did not stay through the winter; and before his return
Chase Elkins had arrived and built his log house, so probably
Elkins could rightfully claim to have been the first PERMANENT settler in Starling (or Sterling, - the name was spelled
both ways).
In 1784, Asa Wiggin, Chase Elkins, Benjamin Judkins,
Ephraim Lane, Noah Greeley, and David Ingham are known to
have been in Starling; and the settlement thereafter grew rapidly.
Like its neighbors, Port Royal (Livermore) and Phipps' Canada
(] ay), it owed its beginning largely to former soldiers of the
American Revolution who moved out into the wilderness of
Maine, and carved these settlements out of the forests. More
than seventy such soldiers settled in Starling.
They were generally, of necessity, men of g"'eat physical
strength and endurance, used to hardship, and self-dependent;
for it required no little effort to move a forest by hand; no little
endurance to stand the Maine winters in a log house, with dirt
Hoor and bark roof; and they could look only to themselves and
their land for whatever they had for sustenance, clothing and
utensils.
Perhaps, of these early settlers, even more than the men, it
is their women who excite our wonder and admiration today.
Their courage and fortitude seem almost beyond belief. In what
was then a vast wilderness, miles from any neighbor, and two or
three days travel away from any town, they bore their children;
cared for their sick with home made remedies; did the cooking:
spinning, weaving and sewing; made the butter and cheese;
tended the fires; and, in addition, helped the men with the farm
work, - sowing, harvesting and tending the cattle.
Underwood, in his History of Fayette, tells of the wife of
Capt. Elnathan W~ng ~ho heard that the propri~tors of Starling
Plantation were d1sposmg of lots of land. While her husband
was away on a voya1?:e, Mrs. Wing traveled ten miles from East
Readfield, with a child in her arms, following a trail by spotted
trees. She purchased 150 acres of land - the price being covered
by a cow and a feather bed. Mr. Underwood also tells that, when
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Daniel Bacheller settled in the northern portion of town, it was
six months before Mrs. Bacheller received her first visitors, three women who came from Fayette Corner over the ridge on
snowshoes.
By the year 1792, however, a sonewhat more civilized environment had been attained. Several saw-mills were operating,
and frame dwellings were replacing log houses. The first painted,
frame house is said to have been that of Asa Wiggin, next north
of the church, - later known as the Sturtevant place, - built
by Asa Wiggin about 1782. Three others of the earliest houses,
standing in 1792, were the Simeon Chase place, directly across
the road from the Wiggin-Sturtevant house; the Ormsby place,
at the start of the old Ridge Road; and the Soloman Bates
(Arthur Staples) house, next south of the church. The Judkins
Tavern, at Fayette Corner, unfortunately, has been allowed to go
to ruin, and there remains today only the foundation stones to
mark its place.
The first trail, by which the early ettlers reached Starling
ran from Pondtown (Winthrop) through New Sandwich
(Wayne) crossing 30-mile river at Jenning bridge (now North
Wayne), a west-northwest course to where the brick schoolhouse
now stands, thence northerly to Fayette Corner, where it turned
to run west to Hillmans ferry in Port Royal (Livermore) on the
Androscoggin. Trails marked by spotted trees led to the scattered locations of settler . By 1792, most of the e trail had attained the dignity of "horseways," i.e. cleared and widened sufficiently to allow travel by horseback and soon thereafter, the
main thoroughfares from New Sandwich, and to Port Royal and
Chesterville, were made into "cartways." Paul Coffin, the traveling missionary, reports in his diary for 1 00, "Good road from
Fayette to Chester. Three miles are fine riding on pine land, a
ridge of one, two and three rods wide with ponds, rivers or
gullies on the right and left. A curious and pretty ride." Those
familiar with the locality will recogniLe immediately the road
to which he refers.
These early settlers came mostly from Massachusetts ~nd
the southerly edge of New Hamp hire. For several ge~erat10ns
the.P~ritan-Congregational traditions had been strong with them;
so it is not surpri ing that, a soon as they had progressed far
enough in their struggle for a bare existence to stop, draw their
bre.ath and think of other thing , they hould think first of educat10n_ and religion. It was at about this time that they began to
orgamLe school di trict and build schoolhouses; and, when Rev.
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Eliphalet Smith visited the place, in 1790, he found many interested listeners to his sermons.
However, it was through the efforts of the traveling missionary, Isaac Case, in 1792, that a church was established. On May 3,
1792, Elder Case baptized seven persons, - among them being
Oliver Billings and his wife, Lydia; and upon Case's advice, they
petitioned the Bowdoin and Winthrop churches for their assistance, and for admission to the Bowdoinham Association.
This is the response to such petition, as appears in the Fayette Baptist Church records,
"August 3, 1792.
The Raptist Society in Starling, together with the Elders
and Delegates from the Churches of Bowdoin & Winthrop
which had been requested to their assistance, met for the
embodying the first Baptist Church in Starling upon the
same faith & covenant of the Bowdoinham Association, previous to which proceeding Elder James Potter preached from
Eph 2-6 very applicable to the occasion; then formed into
a regular Council & proceeded as follows, viz. 1, Chose Elder Isaac Case Moderator,
2, Voted that brother Pond of Winthrop & brother Young,
Bowdoinham Churches to Act as members of the Council,
the latter of which was voted as Clerk of this Council.
3-Read the Articles the faith and Covenante of the Bowdoinham Association on which several weighty remarkes
were made.
4-Proceed to Inquire into the Brethrens fellowship with the
Articles & each other respecting their fellowship as true believers.
5-U pon the appearing of there being a happy and unanimous Union the judgement of the Council was required
whether they had any objection to their imbodying as a
Church - Answered in the negative. Then the Covenant
was read to them, to which they all answered & were Pronounced by the Moderator in behalf of the Council as
Church of Christ.
We wish you God's Blessing.
In behalf of the Church
JOSHUA YOUNG
Clerk"
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Ru1 RI D Is.\ \C C.\~r
\\' ho came to Fa)ette in 17!12. to help c ·tahli ·h the chmch, \\as horn in
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of the first record book of the Starling (Fayette) Baptist Church.

--The persons who assented to the covenant, and were organized into a Church by the above described action, were the
twenty-three following, Eli phalet Smith
Mary Judkins
Hannah Walton
Joshua Walton
Abijah Crane
Rachel Crane
Hannah Richards
Jeremiah Richards
Oliver Billings
Lydia Billings
Mary Thomas
Eleazer Goodwin
Hannah Davis
Enoch Watson
Polly Walton
Nathan Lane
Sarah Russell
Abel Russell
Sarah Sewall
William Hilton
Benjamin York
Philip Morse
Joseph Larrance
Apparently, Rev. Eliphalet Smith, who had visited Starling
Plantation two years before as a missionary, had now moved to
~tarling, helped organize the church, and for six years served as
its pastor.
The earliest records of the Church are not signed, but evi-

~ently.' from the handwriting, Eleazer Goodwin wa~ the first clerk,

m which office he continued for several years, until succeeded by
William Talbot in 1804. No need was felt for a treasurer in the
first year and half; but on January 4, 1794, we find this entry "Voted Brother Abijah Crane church Treasurer.
Voted that each brother should carry in as much corn
or grain as he sees fit to defray church charges & preaching the Gospel."
So, apparently there was little real money even then for the treasurer to handle; and treasury must have been rather cumbersome.
The first recorded election of Deacons is on May 30, 1795,
" ... Then went to our choice of Deacons. Had a freedom in choosing brother Joshua Walton & brother Abijah Crane for the Deacons of our church.
Chose brother Crane & brother Sturdafant to tune the
Psalms."
Of the original twenty-three charter members, Elder Eliphalet ~mith, Dea. Joshua Walton, Dea. Abijah Crane, _Eleazer
Good~m, ~nd Jeremiah Richards were particularly active and
prominent m church affairs; but by far the most notable among
them was Oliver Billings, who was the mainstay of the church
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for 50 years, - 42 of which he was the Pastor. On November 21,
1795, it was "Voted that brother Oliver Billings should act as one
on the heads of the meeting when there is no Publick Speaker,"
and for four years he shared the duty with Elder Smith; on
April 5, 1800, Billings was ordained and continued as pastor
until 1842.
The early church held its meetings at homes of various members, - e.g., May 29, 1795 "A Lector held at Bro. Abisah Sturdafants"; Nov. 21, 1795, "Voted that the communion should be
held at Brother Richards and the conferences one half at brother
Richards and the other half at Brother Philip Morse's; May 6,
1797, "Voted to hold the meeting at Deacon Walton's the hole
of the time"; Nov. 9, 1797, "Voted that our meetings should,
from now to the first of May, be held half the time at brother
Philip Morse's & the other half at Mr. Moses .Judkins, May 5,
1798, "Voted the meeting this season to be holden half the time
at Mr. Asa Wiggin's & the other half (at) Mr. Moses Judkins'."
By 1799, schoolhouses were erected and available, so we find,
April 11, 1799, "Voted to hold the meeting this season half the
time at the School House No. 4 & the other half at the School
House No. 5."
However, in 1802, the church had gathered strength enough
to undertake the building of its own Meeting House; and from
the records, it appears that the "proprietors" of the building
were known as the "Baptist Society," who might or might not
be baptized church members.
The proprietors of the prospective building held a meeting
Sept. 8, 1801, at the house of Mr. Asa Wiggin (Andrew Sturtevant's), at which they chose Joseph Davis, Moderator, and David
Merrill, Clerk. They then voted to build a meeting house, and
to locate it on the spot of ground where it was finally erected, being land from the Wiggin-Sturtevant farm.
At the subsequent meeting on October 28, 1801, the size and
plan of the house was agreed on (including high galleries on
three sides) ; and it was voted that "The Meeting House should
belong to the Baptist Society." Then voted that "The Meeting
House should stand open at all times for town business, or for
any other minister that any of the proprietors should introduce,
when the House is at liberty."
The building was hegun in 1802; and in February and
March, 1803, the pews were sold "at vendue", and the terms and
conditions of payment agreed upon.
9
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Articles of Agreement made by and between the proprietors
of the Meeting House, under date of Feb. 14, 1803, and prepared
by Solomon Bates, Esq., state that
the individuals had associated together in the capacity
of Proprietors for building a meeting house;
that the Meeting House sli.all belong to the Baptist Society so long as there shall be a Baptist church in town,
and so long as the house shall continue;
that any person who shall bid off a pew and conform
to the articles shall become a Proprietor;
that the proprietors bind themselves, their heirs, etc., to
conform to the acts and doings of the committee so far
as those acts shall be in accordance with the plan which
has been accepted;
that the instrument shall be lodged in the hands of the
proprietors' clerk for safekeeping, etc.
To the foregoing articles there were 64 subscribers.
As before mentioned, Oliver Billings was ordained April 5,
1800; and on April 17, 1800, "Deacon Crane and Deacon Walton
a committy to agree with Mr. Billings (on pay for preaching).
They agreed with him for one dollar and 67 cents."
It is amusing to find that the church had occasion to remonstrate with Elder Smith, the man who first preached to them,
and to correct his erroneous thinking. On June 17, 1800, the
record states, "Then proceeded to labour with Elder Eliphalet Smith
that had got into an error about open communion,
holding that all christians of every order might commune together; and after a long reasoning with him
about the ordinance of Baptism by ammarshon being
the doer into Church fellowship & communion at the
Lord's Tabel, the Lord was pleased to convince him of
his error & to renounce fellowship to those who never
were Baptized by ammarshon & confest his folt to the
satisfaction of the church & a happy union insued."
Apparently the church has been incorporated three times,
the first of which was on April 23, 1800, when it was recorded
that they were, "Assembled to conduct matters relative to the meeting
of the Baptist Church & Society of Fayette. Chose Mr.
IO

John Knowles, moderator. Voted for the Church & Society to join and be Incorporated. Voted to have
Messrs, Asa Wiggin, Zeph. Bumpus, and Deacon Abijah
Crane for committy to agree with Elder Oliver Billings
to preach for the term of 8 months.
Agreed to give him two dollars per day."
Thus Elder Billings, after only one week in the pulpit, received the magnificent raise of 33 cents.
That he was an eloquent preacher and effective pastor is
very evident in the growth which the church enjoyed under his
leadership, - notably in 1804-05 when 77 members were added;
in 1816-17 when 69 more were added; and in 1824-25 when there
was a gain of 72. Although much of the time, because of ill
health, he had an assistant pastor, still, as an early historian says,
"the prosperity and success of this church in her early years,
which was so noted, was largely due to the labors of this good
man, stimulating the membership to faithfulness, pouring oil on
the troubled waters when discord prevailed, and urging the impenitent to embrace Christ was his life work. He saw the church
reach the zenith of its strength and power; and from about the
time of his death it began to wane. He gave the church two
sons, one of whom, Elder John Billings, became pastor of the
church in later years. The other, William, was for many years a
pillar in the church.
It is evident from the records of the first 50 years, that the
efforts of the church in large part were directed toward the discipline of its members. Absence from worship, communion or
covenant meeting was considered sufficient cause for a committee
of inquiry; and, for the first fifty years, one or more committees
were at work all the time upon such cases. A few extracts from
the records will give some idea of the problem, "June 15, 1793
Examined Sister Thomas the reason of her withdrawal
from the church & not attending on the hearing the word
nor ordinances & find by Examination she denies the Doctrine of Election & of Original Sin & of a Total Depravity
& many other main points in true religion & desired her
Dismission from the church, but as we could not Dismiss
her it was thort proper to set her aside."
"March 4, 1796
Chose bro. Crane & bro. Sturdafant a committy to
labour with bro. Otis Ridden & to cite him to church meeting.
11

Chose brother Goodwin & brother Tolbut to labour
with sister Judkins.
Voted that every brother that absents himself from more
t~an one conference previous to Communion & shall not
give a suffishant reason of their so doing, shall be stiled a
cevenant breaker.''
"Jan. 4, 1810
Brethren Dea. Smith & E. Turner committee to vlSlt
bro. Perkins and inquire the reason of his absence from the
Church report that they visited him and cited him to this
meeting, and he being present, assigned as a reason for his
absence that his mind is so bothered on account of his
brethren's voting for ungodly men for public office in preference to their brethren, or other Christians of equal capability, that he cannot walk with the Church. The church
considered his excuse not satisfactory and therefore Voted
not satisfied.
Voted to exclude him from our fellowship.
In the early days, it was not unusual to travel some miles,
often 10 miles or more, on foot to attend church meetings. One
lady in particular used to travel the miles barefoot, carrying her
shoes; and put them on only when nearing the church, so as to
k_eep them looking good. But the softening influence of civilzat10n is evident in this entry of Sept. 16, 1824, "The committee sent to Sister Davis said the reason she
gave for not attending meeting was not having a horse,
- and not for any "hardnes against the church."
Not only was church attendance obligatory, and any absence
followed by inquiry; and lack of satisfactory reason followed by
public hearing and trial; but also, in their dealings with each
other, the members were expected to be governed by the Gospel
and the Church, rather than the law and the Courts. For example, "November 17, 1796,
Then heard the report of the committee sent to labour
with brother Sturdafant and sister Young that they had settled the Difference between them.
Voted to receive them into our Fellowship again."
"June 24, 1813,
Bro. Lovejoy who before on a publick day ha.~ dishonored the cause of God by intimating that Bro. Ehph Lane
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had not done justice to a yoke of oxen which he took to
keep for him; he threatened to spend a large sum of money
but he wanted to obtain recompense; and sending bro. Lane
a threatening letter from a lawyer instead of attending to
the Gospel rule; and taking away the oxen from bro. Lane
contrary to agreement; and being in a wrong temper; was
called on by the Church to answer for his conduct; and,
after much labour being spent to convince him of his wrong,
he confest he was to blame as to the above charges, and imprudent (toward) the Church."
When one was accepted for church membership, not only
did they covenent to "walk with the church," but they were taken
under the "watch and care" of the church, which meant that any
deviation from Gospel conduct was promptly brought to their
attention, repentance and confession demanded on pain of exclusion from the church. A standing committee was appointed
to examine all complaints brought against any member, and cite
any erring brothers or sisters to the next church meeting. As may
be readily realized, much space in the early records is taken up
by such complaints, and action thereon. The following are two
typical examples, "Oct. 4, 1813,
Sister Fellows, it appeared, had said heretofore that "if
her father said so, it was ad - - - d lie"; and "'lad not appeared
to honor her father as is the duty of every child, saint or sinner; and though often reproved for her conduct, did not
desist nor discover a gospel repentance. - Voted to exclude
Betsy Fellows from our fellowship until God should renew
her by repentance."
March 9, 1820,
A complaint was made to the standing committee against
Susan Eaton in (that) she was accused of joining with the
world in their carnal amusements. - Came to this conclusion to demand of her that she should make a publick
confession in the course of three weeks that she had been
guilty of joining with the world in their carnal amusements
and also guilty of falsehood; and that this demand should
be sent to her in writing. This was accordingly done."
The two social problems which, throughout all history, have
plagued mankind, the problems arising from sex and alcohol,
which man has always seemed powerless to control, were no less
troublesome in the early church. Church membership seemed
13

to confer no immunity from adultery and drunkenness; and, as
the records show, these twin troubles gave the church more unhappy situations with its members than any other.
"Jan. 20, 1798
Then examined brother Otis Ridden that he had backslidden very £owly by Dn:.. nkeness. He confes ed his folt,
asked forgiveness & seamed to be hartly sorray; but by his
desire we still set him aside to see his further conduct."
"January 18, 1799
- A complaint against brother J -- B - - - for a breach
of the seventh commandment. He held it no breach because
they had given themselves to one another four months before they were married; but the church, not being satisfied,
put him aside." - and on the following April 11th, "Then laboured with brother J --- B - - - for breaking the
7th commandment. He confest the sin, but could not get a
true repentance, but confest his sorrow for it & the Lord
seamed to give a trne repentance so that he asked the Lord
& the brethren to forgive him.
V9ted to receive him into union again."
"January 3, 1806
Was appointed a church meeting for Labour with
Sister S - - - - - - for having unlawful connection with her intended husband before she was married. The meeting was
opened by prayer to God for wisdom to direct us; then we
proceeded to lay the sin to her charge and to tell her the
awful consequence of such "conduct." At first she seemed
to be rather indifierent about the matter, or rather excused
herself; but after some considerable time spent with her, she
confessed her folt and asked forgiveness, and the brethren
were measurably satisfied, and Voted to forgive her."
"January 21, 1806
At a churchmeeting appointed to Labour with brother
B - - - - - - for disorderly walk in which it appear that he
was guilty of the in of Fornication and other enormities,
and appears impenitent and not willing to give satisfaction
to the church, the church passed a vote to Exclude him
from being any longer a member of this church."
"Oct. 25, 1827
Committee to vi t P - - - L - - - reported they found her
to be \Crily guilty of ciiminal conduct in lying and laying
on the b d with S - - - W - - -.
The church voted to withdraw fellowship from her."
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How comforting it is to realize that, after so many hundreds of years of rather hopelessly combating these twin problems, the present generation has solved them both. 'i\Te have
changed the attitude on adultery somewhat on the principle that
"if you can't lick 'em, join them"; and by, instead of trying to
reduce temptation b) wrapping it in pi els of cloth, strict chaperonage, and by censorship, we exploit nudity, grant "parietal"
hours, and direct practically all art, photography, fashions,
literature, and drama to the glorification of sex and the desirability of promiscuity. Thus, having repealed the Seventh Commandment, we have raised fornication to the status of a national
sport.
Drunkenness, we have come to realize, is after all a disease, - for which clinics are being e tablished; the unfortunate
vie tims of alcoholism are treated professionally; and, instead of
bearing the stigma of disgrace, they are regarded with S) mpathy.
Thus, having promoted adultery to our "national pastime,"
and relegated drunkenness to a sympathetic disease, as moral
problems, or "sins," we have eliminated both (we think) . It
will be interesting to see what the historians of 2167 (if there
are any) will say of us.
People, in the early days, regarded differences in interpretation of the gospel as of vital significance; hence, in the small
settlement of Fayette Corner were three Protestant churche-, Baptist, Freewill Baptists and Methodist. Paul Coffin, a traveling
Congregational missionary, did not regard very highly these sects
divergent from the Plymouth faith, if we may judge from his
recorded impression , - e.g., .July 8, 1796:
"Mrs. Fuls um, especially, was mightily pleased to see a
congregational minister, and nearly raptured. She viewed
the .Methodists as separatists esteeming themselves better
than others. She heard of a Methodist preacher who said,
'He believed some Shakers ancl Baptists '"''ere saved, and he
<lid not know but that some even of the Congregationalists
might be.' - Ama1ing charity!"
".July 28, 1796 It is an opinion among these Baptists, that a man today
may steal five hundred dollars, and tonight be rnnverted,
and come out clear; and tomorrow enjoy the cash, not being
bound to make restitution. So is the doctrine of property
found in g1 ace, received in America!"
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"Sept. 11 ( 1799) Thursday, Livermore. Fayette.
Crossed the ferry and rode four miles in a good road
to Squire Sol Bates' of Fayette. High land there commanding a prospect to Dea. Livermore's. Preached in the evening to serious audience from Acts 17, 30, 31. Lodged with
Dr. Hall. Here in Fayette was WITCHCRAFT in plenty.
A man had been troubled six months and it was thought he
must die. He is emaciated and often horribly distressed. A
Mr. Billings, a baptist preacher, soon to be ordained, has
lost his milk for some time. The end of a cheese would
come and go, and boil off from the fire, and finally come to
nothing, etc., etc."
There may be some confirmation of such superstitions in
the following quote from the Fayette Church records, "January 20, 1817
Then the committee to visit Mrs. Fisher reported they
visited her as requested by the church, and inquired the
reason for her so long absenting herself from the church
and not attending to her Covenant Obligations. Reason
she gave was not satisfactory. She appeared to be in very
careless indifferent state of mind. It appeared that she preferred going 15 miles to a soothsayer to "get her Fortune
told," rather than come 5 miles to the church; and notwithstanding she had often been admonished by committees one
after another to her duty, yet she would not be reclaimed;
and there being no encouragement that she ever would be
reclaimed, the Church then voted to Exclude her from the
church.''
The relationship between the different denominations was,
in the early days, anything but cooperative. When a member
of the Fayette Baptist Church requested a letter of dismis ion to
t~e Freewill Baptist Church, the response was hardly courteous,
VIZ. -

"Then received a letter (from) Anna Judkins of New
Sharon, stating that she had different views respecting the
doctrine to what she had when she was with us, and was
determined to leave this church and join the Freewill Baptist church, and requested her dismission and recommendation to that church.
Voted to take no notice of the letter."
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COJ\L\JUNION SET

Old Pewter Communion Set, circa 1792, and hand-woven linen cloth, first
used in the church at tarling Plantation (Fayette).

h1~t

Tiu o ':. Po D
1>.1pti t1) of the I"a)ett ·Baptist Church, Tilton'· Pond. Fayette, Maine

Only two years later, however, a changing attitude could be
seen, when, in October 1833, we read "In October the church held a protracted meeting about
4 days. A number of ministers were present; it was a meeting of great interest. The church very much revived in their
mind ; signs of a reformation in November was another
protracted meeting in which the Free Baptist and this
church united, which continued six days. A very pleasant
state of feelings was enjoyed between the two denominations, - an interesting meeting with increasing signs of a
reformation."
Again, this is evident in the records of November 19, 1835, "Voted to accept proposal of the Freewill Baptist church
to occupy their meeting house % of the time during the winter season, provided there be no expense to pay."
This, of course, was during the period of rebuilding their
own meeting hou e, as was the entry of December 28, 1837, "Whereas our Methodist brethren in this town have, during
the past sea on, kindly accomodated the Baptist church with
the use of their chapel for worship on the sabbath and on
other days - therefore RESOLVED that we fully appreciate
this act of Christian kindness and affection;
2nd that in taking leave of our Methodist brethren for our
own house of wor hip, we sincerely and ean1estly invoke the
divine "blessing to rest upon them.
3rd That should it ever be in our power to reciprocate their
kindness and courtesy towards us, in accomodating them
with the use of our sanctuary on occasions when a larger
assembly shall collect to listen to their minister than can
be convened in their house, it will be a privilege which we
should wish to enjoy."
In spite of the strict rules and iron discipline of the early
days of the church, membership increased rapidly. It is noted in
the records of March 3, 1805, that, on that Communion Day
Elder Billings administered the Sa rament to nearly 100 communicants; and the number of new members added in the two
years of 1804 and 1805 was 77. Again in the years 1816-17, there
was a notable aclcli ti on of 69 members.
Evidently the baptisms were not confined to the warm
months, for 37 occurred between Dec. 3, 1816, and Jan. 15, 1817.
Ina ·much a they were held out of doors, in nearby ponds, they
were of course, managed by chopping away the ice; and mu t
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have constituted a real test of the subject's faith. Even more,
perhaps, it must have placed no little strain on the endurance
of the minister. On January I, 1817, for instance, "Then Elder 0. Billings baptized .Jeremiah Richards,
Jr., George Manter, James Watson, Joshua Bes e, Mrs.
Bloomy Richards, Mary Ma'1ter, Rebecah Richards, and
Ruth Sturtevant.
N .B. '*' They were baptized in the pond near Richard
Tilton's."
To stand in that ice-water, and baptize not one, but eight
persons, with anchor-ice being raked away meanwhile, required
real fortitude on the part of Elder Billings, - a man already
well along in years. This is not an isolated, exceptional instance,
but a regular practice; for we find that baptisms were held just
as often in the winter months as in summer, and at various ponds
in the town, - Tilton's pond, ·wing's pond, and the pond near
Craig's mills, being most often mentioned.
The Bowdoinham Association met periodically at the Fayette
church, - the first time in 1808 and the second in 1817. The
program of the 1817 meeting lists 3 churches as belonging to
the Association, of which only three, - Fayette, First Bowdoin,
and First Litchfield, - had memberships of more than 150.
These three were exactly the same, - 152 members each. By contrast, the Livermore Falls church (then called the Third Livermore) numbered only 101, and Lewiston a mere 51.
These Association meetings, of the early days, were really
gala affairs in communities which had very little in the way of
social diversions. At Fayette, the north side of the church
grounds was occupied by the long horse sheds, extending from
the church to the nearby cemetery; while, facing them, on the
south side, were erected a line of temporary booths dispensing
Literary tracts, cider, gingerbread and West Indies rum. At
times, these booths even stretched along the highway approaching
the church. These refreshments were evidently almost a necessity for the preachers, to bol ter them for their exhortations
which ran for hours at a time; and no less necessary for their
hearers' endurance.
Customarily lasting at least two days, these sessions posed a
problem in overnight accommodation for the large number of
visiting delegates. The Judkins tavern was, of cour e, filled to
overflowing; and other delegates put up in private home , even
occupying the hay mows in the local barns.
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Helen Ormsby Sturtevant used to tell of one Association
Meeting, when her home and barn was filled with delegates who
were served a meat loaf which had not been properly uncovered
to cool, and with disastrous results to their digestive tracts. Consequently, all that night, the long, shed corridor leading to the
"privy" was filled with ghostly figures, passing or repassing each
other wordlessly, or waiting impatiently their turn at the "three
holer."
Oliver Billings was one of the most prominent members in
the Bowdoinham Association for a great many years; and his influence extended beyond that, into other institutions of Statewide scope. When the Maine Baptist Missionary Society was
organized at Readfield, in 1804, Mr. Billings was one of the nine
first Trustees, and served as Treasurer. When the Society was
incorporated some years later, he was one of the eight incorporators.
Sylvanus Boardman, of Livermore, Secretary of the Bowdoinham Association, had been, since 1807, agitating and circularizing the Association to do something for the education of Baptist
ministers, When, in 1811, the Association appointed a committee
of seven to petition the General Court for the establishment of
an institution of higher learning, Mr. Billings was one of the
seven; and the fruit of their efforts was the Maine Literary and
Theological Institution, which later became Colby College. The
first graduate of the new college was Boardman's son, George
Dana Boardman; and graduating soon after him, was Billings'
son, John Billings.
The methods of financing the early church are rather interesting. On November 9, 1797, we find the following, "Voted to give Elder Smith 2 dollars a day for each day he
preached with us last season.
Voted that said sum should be raised by Equallity among
the brethren. Cho e brother Tolbut, brother Richards and
brother Enoch Watson a committy to proportion said sum
among the brethren."
and again on May 2, 1807, "Voted to raise the sum of ninety dollars the year ensuing,
75 dollars to be given to Elder Billings, and 15 for church
charges. Voted that brother Fisk and brother Turner assess
the sum on the polls and estates of the brethren agreeable
to the Town valuation."
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It would, no doubt, be a great improvement on our "every
member canvas" of today, if we could approach it in that same
manner, i.e., determine the total needed, pro rate it among the
member accmding to their respective town valuations, and
notify them to pay the treasurer the amount of their assessment,
or be cited before the whole chttrLh for their failure.
Repairs or expense of the meeting house building were
handled in the same way, but the assessment was made on the
proprietors; and the basi was not Town valuation, but the value
of each one's pew or pews.
Later on, a · the congregation apparently included a large
number of non-members ·who were not ubject to assessment, a
paper was circulated among the "Baptist Soc.iety" for voluntary
contributions to support of preaching, and thus reduce the assessment on church members.
In a democracy, the governing i ·, of course, based on the
assumption that, once a decision has been reached, the minority
will accept and support the majority opinion. This assumption
is necessary, but it i also one of the weakest and most vulnerable
points in our system, as is currently being demonstrated in the
draft card burning, the "Black Power" and race violence, organized revolt against the Vietnam decision of the government, and
the whole attitude of those who would obey only tho e laws of
which they approve.
Already, in the early days of the Fayette Church, that weakness was making itself manifest, viz., "Bro. \Vat on well knew what measures the Church had
adopted, - and some of those measures Bro. \\Tatson had
refu ed to ubmit to - he had insisted that his own judgement should prevail over that of the church - all the difficulties 'vhich had cau ed so much labor of the Church with
Bro. \Vat on, had arisen from thi ground."
Or again,
"Bro. Amos E. Parker was called upon to report, and he stated
that he had called on brethcren Dea. Anderson and Lewis
Stacy to pay their Parsonage Tax, and they refused on the
ground that they were not present at the church meeting
when the hurch agreed to make the exd1ange of the paronaoe prop 'rty; and, be ide that, they ·were opposed to the
exchange of property."
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Of course, the Church had an effective means of dealing with
such minority dissenters, - they simply kicked them out; but
the United States of America has no such simple remedy.
Twice, in the early clays, the Fayette Baptist Church contributed from its numbers the major nucleus for formation of
new Baptist churches. In November, 1811, twenty-two members
were dismissed to form the "Third Baptist Church in Livermore" (later called the "First Baptist Church of Livermore
Falls") ; and in 1\fay, 1820, eighteen members were dismissed to
form the Baptist church in Chesterville. In spite of these losses,
the Fayette Baptist continued to grow, reaching a total membership of more than 200 in 1827, at which time there ·were only
three Baptist churches in the State larger then this.
The next three decade , 1827-1857, were the period of greatest
activity and prosperity of this church. Naturally enough, those
years also were the period of greatest population and prosperity
of the Town, whose population mark crossed 1,000 about the
time church membership total crossed 200; and during the three
decades, it continued to climb slowly, to about 1100.
It is rather difficult for us, today, to picture Fayette Corner
of that time. Not only was it the center of the Town, but occupying, as it did, a strategic point on both the route from
Hallowell to the Coo Road into New Hampshire, and on the
mail route between the Kennebec and Androscoggin rivers, there
was a heavy How of travel through the Corner. Daniel Judkins
used to make the statement that "any time when he stepped to
the door of his tavern, summer or winter, night or day, he could
hear the rumbling of wheels, the creaking of axles or the jingling of bells."
To accommodate the travelers, there were eventually three
taverns at the Corner, as well as five tores, and a number of
craftsmen, such as blacksmith shop, cabinet maker, shoemaker,
and carriage maker. As previously mentioned, three churche ·
were located here, - the Baptist, Freewill Baptist, and Methodist; and here, also, was the Post Office which, for nearly fifty
years was the only post office in Fayette.
On Saturday afternoon people went to Fayette Corner to get
their mail, which arrived by a four-horse coach; but almost as
much to exchange gossip and learn of current news and local
happening.
In this bu ·y, thriving and prosperou community, money wa
becoming more c unent, as witne s the \'Ote of Februa1-; 8,
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1827, - "Voted to give him (Elder Samuel Dinsmore) 180 dollars for the term of time, and that one-half of that sum should
be paid in cash, the other half in produce." A committee was
appointed to apprai e the hay and all other kinds of produce
paid the pastor for his services.

After twenty-five years of use, not only by the church, but
also by the Town, for Town Meetings and other affairs, the
meeting house was badly in need of extensive repair . The
church, upon reviewing the estimates of cost of such repairs,
decided that it was wiser to build a new building, than to put so
much money into the old one. On April 9, 1835, it was "Voted
that S. N. Watson , Cyrus Bosworth, Jonathan Tuck, Lewis Chase,
and Mr. Andrew Sturtevant be a committee to draft a plan of a
new meeting house."
A new ·"Fir ·t Baptist Society of Fa7ette" was incorporated,
with Benjamin Palmer a Moderator, and Andrew Sturtevant, ,
Jr., as Clerk or Secretary and Treasurer. A board of five Trustees
was elected, con is ting of Andrew Sturtevant, .John Fifield, Israel
Chase, Ezra Fisk and Abijah Crane, Jr., - to have supervision
and management of the property.
Voted to purchase the Old Baptist meeting hou e of the proprietors, take it down, and reuse the materials so far as is advantageous. The old meeting house wa · purcha ed from the
owners for , 350.00.
The new Trustees elected Abijah Crane, Jr., Pre ident, Israel
Chase, Treasurer, and chose Andrew Sturtevant, Jr., to superintend the building of the new House, and likewi e authorized
him to buy the Old Meeting House.
The itemi1ed account of expense · of the new building, including 350.00 paid for the Old, is shown by the record of Trustees
to have been 2,059.95; and, completed the last of 1837, it was
dedicated in January, 1838. Except for minor changes, the building still stand · today, as it was then.
'"
It was during thi period that the Church was called upon to
part with their aged, venerable and much beloved pastor, Oliver
Billing . For an even fifty year · he had been the main ·tay of the
Church, from its organization in 1792 until hi · death in 1842,
and for 12 of tho e year · he was the active or enior pastor of
the chm ch, uplifting his flock by hi · earnest and inspiring sermons, pouring oil on the troubled water when di sen ·ion arose,
coun ·cling kindly the ·ning member ·, and furni hing constantly
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the calm, considered and wise advice which was so often needed.
It wa · under his leadership that the church experienced its
large t additions and reached the peak of its service. The record
of the meeting of May 11, 1815, casts some light on his character;
"Committee to settle with Elder Billings, and see what was due
him from the church, reported that there was between 60 and
70 dollars due to him; and that Elder Billings was satisfied to
give that to the church, and refused to receive anything." Since·
that sum amounted to approximately one half of his year's pay
as pastor, it was no small contribution.
The budget in the new building was not, apparently, greatly
larger, for on September 8, 1838, it was voted "To raise $270.00."
It is recorded that "Bro. Samuel Tuck offered to furnish hard
wood for the meeting house, viz., a pile 24 ft. long, 4 ft. high,
and 20 incbes wide, for $3.00." The cleaning of the house was a
major item of expense, judging from the vote "To give bro.
Reuben Crane 2nd, Samuel Tuck, and J. S. C. Jones fifty cents
per day, to wash the meeting house. Voted to give bro. J. W. C.
Jones 17c per time for sweeping the meeting house once a month
for the year after it is washed."
It was also voted "That Andrew Sturtevant jr be exonerated
from paying his subscription provided he will build the fires and
ring the bell the year to come."
One noticeable difference in the church building of today,
and what it originally was, is the absence of the gallery, or high
balcony, at the rear, for the choir and other musicians. The
Church in early days was noted for its musical acquirements; and
we find, for example, that on June 21, 1849, it was "Voted that
Frederic A. Chase be instructed to furnish strings for the Bass
Viol and charge the same to the church."
Deacon Jo iah H. Sturtevant presented a historical address
on the occasion of the church centennial in which he said, concerning the mu ic, "A true story is told by the early singers of
this town. A certain minister came to the town, from a distance,
to preach, who was a lover of music. The choir sang a selection
with such effe t that he forgot his text and broke down. (Of
course a dual interpretation is possible) .
"Two families have been most prominent of all, probably, in
su taining this feature of worship, namely, the Cranes and
Chases. Many of the pre ent "day (1894) remember the sweet
voice of Uncle Reuben Crane, as he was familiarly called, who
for so many years led the choir, playing his own accompaniment
on the violin, ba ked up by the old Colonel on the double bass.
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i\1 thur D. Chase a11d his wife. Ahb) tinchlidd Chae. lie was the son
of ( ol. I ewi Chase, g1 andson ol Israel a11d Betsy Chase, and the nephew of
Simeon Cha -e a11d of Deacon Frederic A. Cha " who were prominent in the
earl\ church.
'1 lis 011. Ru sell .\l. Chase. still li\eS on the Baldwin Hill home teacl, as
docs his g1andson, Anhui 'I. Chase, \\ho is an active supporter of the present
( h urch.

"I believe it to be the testimony of many that no sweeter
voice than Brother Crane's has ever been heard among us. After
his death, Brother F. A. Chase was chosen chorister, and held that
position probably for a longer period than any other one, and
to the entire satisfaction of the people."
Deacon Sturtevant was being commendably modest in not
mentioning himself in this connection, but it is equally "the
testimony of many" that HIS was the sweetest voice ever heard
among us, for he was a noted singer who sang for a time in the
Metropolitan Church, Washington, D.C., and was called upon
to sing at funerals conducted in the United States Senate. Even
today, people who remember him often say that never, before or
since, have they heard a voice which could equal his for beauty
of quality and extent of range. He, too, for many years, served
as chorister.
It was proposed by someone that the church should purchase
a chandelier. Simeon Chase, conservative and thrifty by nature,
jumped up to oppose such a project. "It is a needless extravagance," he said, "and besides, we haven't any one who knows
how to play one."
Russell M. Chase, keen-witted octogenarian survivor of the
Chase family, vouches for the foregoing incident, as well as the
following. The Chase farm is situated at the summit of Baldwin
Hill, said to be the highest cultivated land in Kennebec County.
The view from the hill is superb, and in the old days many
people used to drive up their to picnic and enjoy the panorama
spread out in four directions. One such visitor approached the
Chase then occupying the farm, and inquired, "Can you see the
White Mts. from here, Mr. hase?"
"Oh yes," Chase replied, "Farther than that."
"Can you see Portland harbor?"
"Yes, indeed, - much farther than that."
"Well," continued the stranger, "How far can you sec Mr.
Chase?"
"On a clear day," replied Chase, "You can see the sun."
On July 7, 1841, it is noted, "Engaged Phineas Bond for one
year for , 250 and use of parsonage and firewood for one year."
Previou to that date, Phineas Bond had been the junior pastor serving with Elder Oliver Billings. That there was some disagreement among the members as to the choice of Elder Bond
is evidenced by the record of June 24, 1845, - "Invited Elder
Bond to continue hi labours with us the present year. (:\Iinor-
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ity not in favor) ." The unwillingness of the minority to accept
the decision of the majority caused a split in the church; and a
council of churches was called to advise what to do. In November of that year we read, "Elder Bond preached his last discourse
with us, and stated that he could not supply us any longer, under
existing circumstances, the church not being united in him as
their pastor."
Elder Butler wa engaged, at . 3.50 per week, to supply preaching until a regular pastor should be chosen; and, Sept. 18, 1846,
it was "Voted we set apart a day for humiliation, fasting and
prayer on account of the trouble exi ting in the church."
On February 10, 1847, Elder Drinkwater was engaged "for
$250., the use of parsonage, 12 cord of wood, and hi goods
moved to Fayette." Apparently the breach was healed, the members agreed on him, and voted to raise 300. Samuel Parker,
Reuben Crane, John Fifield, Samuel Her ey and Andrew Sturtevant, Jr., were cho ·en a committee to repair the parsonage.
From 1827 to 1857, a kind of plateau was experienced both
in the church and in the Town, during which there was neither
significant growth or decline. The la t large addition to church
membership wa in 1846, when 51 new members were added.
About 1 57, there set in that slow but constant decline in
population and in church membership which was uninterrupted
until 1933. Its c..au es were largely economic ones, affecting the
whole nation. First came the con truction of railroads which.
utilizing the Androscoggin and Kennebec valleys, left Fayette
stranded in between, without railroad transportation. Thus the
busy travel and lucrative trade, formerly channeled th1 u Fay-·
ette Corner, stopped almost immediately; and the doom of its
many small indu trie and crafts wa sealed. The Town fell back
upon agriculture as its r.rincipal source of revenue and employment. Following the Civil '\Var, however, the va t expan e of
fertile land of the \Nest were opened to home ·teader , which,
with the development of farm ma hinery, pelled the eventual
end of the ·mall, one man farms a profitable unit ; and Fayette
thus became pretty much a "ghost town of abandoned farms
and crumbling buildings."
It is interesting to note that, on April 2, 1 36, " he church
took under on ideration the propriety of making some arrangements for a sabbath · hool" ; and ho ·e Reuben Crane superintendent, followed by Brothe1 Ri hard Packard. Ever ·in e, the
Sunday chool has been active, and a potent factor in keeping the
church alive.
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In 1858, Rev. Samuel W. Avery was enagaged as pastor at a
salary of $300., plus use of parsonage. The same year the Association met at Fayette, with arrangements in the hands of Dea. Samuel Tuck, assisted by Abijah Crane, John Fifield, J. H. Sturtevant, and S. N. Watson.
Although the Civil \Var was a major factor in the lives of the
individuals, the church and the Town of Fayette, the only mention of it in the church records is the notation of election of a.
clerk pro tern, "in place of brother .J. H. Sturtevant who is in the
army." Nearly 100 men went from Fayette; and it is not difficult
to imagine the effect on a town of a total population of around
1,000, when that many of its ablest young men are taken away.
We know, from old letters and diaries, that Rev. Avery was
extremely active in sending supplies through the Sanitary Corps,
in writing frequently to the boys in service, and in assistance to
their families.
A change in method of raising money is noted, after the war,
when this vote was passed, "Voted to raise money for the support
of preaching the coming year (1869) by subscription; and that
bro. J. H. Sturtevant circulate paper in the church, and John
Hubbard be invited to circulate a paper in the society."
It is obvious that the subcription papers were not entirely
successful, for shortly after "Above vote rescinded, and voted to
assess a tax upon the members." Also, April 15, 1869, "Voted
that the church committee be instructed to confer with Wayne
committee relative to uniting with us in the support of one
minister."
Of course the shrinkage in town population, and in church
membership, was taking its toll. Figures for 1865 show membership down to 85, from its high of over 200, while population of
the town was reduced from 1100 to 900. There was a brief pickup in membership in 1876, to 136, but ten years later it was down
to 100; and by 1897 only 39 members were recorded, and town
population had fallen to 600.

In October, 1880, it was "Voted to instruct the clerk to make
application to the State Convention for aid."
The last ordination service in this church took place in
March, 1889, when Rev. Everett T. Whittemore was ordained
in the ministry. Previously, at least ten other men had been
ordained by this church, viz, - Oliver Billings, Daniel Mason,
Richard T. Watson, Lowell Parker, A. R. Crane, D.D., S. B.
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THE STURTE\'Ai'\T Ho-..1ESTF,.\D - Circa 1782
First l)llilt hy ,\sa \Viggin. and by him deeded to Andrew Sturtevant who enlarged it and gave it its present form. The
church met often hen_·. in the cla\S before it had a meeting house. In the foreground may be seen Deacon Josiah H. Sturtevant
and his wife. lh kn E. (Ormsln) 'itmtc\ ant. with their children, Charles R. Sturtevant, Maud Sturtevant, Chester H. Sturte' ant. and l\lay B. ~turtc\ant.
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Ordained by this church, which he served as pastor 1888-1889, ancl again
in 1900.
Ile married May B. Sturtevant; and, of their six children, two arc still
members of this church, Margaret "Whittemore Fidel and Helen Whittemore
~Japp.

Morse, D.D., A. J. Sturtevant, Willard Glover, John Billings and
A. E. Woodsum, some of whom had gone on to highly distinguished careers.
Rev. Whittemore erved this church as pastor for about a
year, 1888-89; but, in 1889, he left to accept a pastorate in California. He married l\Iay B. Sturtevant, daughter of Dea. Josiah
H. Sturtevant. Rev. Whittemore returned to Fayette, and
preached for a short time, about 1900; but his work was cut
short by untimely death. Hi widow, Mrs. l\.Iay ·whittemore,
moved back, with her six children, to the old homestead to live
with her mother; and to take an active and prominent place in
the work of the Fayette Bapti t Church. She served as Church
Treasurer from 1901 to 1936; she had a beautiful contralto
voice, served as organist and choir director; and for many years
taught Sunday School.
The subject of a Centennial celebration, in 1892, came up
for discussion, and, on September 5, 1891, we read the records, "The matter of observing the centennial of the church was
called up and discussed, and the following were chosen a
committee to consider the expediency of the same and report
at the next conference, - J. H. Sturtevant, F. \V. Small and
Simeon Chase."
As a result of the discussion, the committee appointed sent
the following letter to former residents of Fayette, "To THE FRIENDS OF THE FAYETTE CHURCH.

Fayette Corner, Me. Jan. 30, 1892.
Dear Friend:
Does your mind ever carry you back to your old home
among the hills of Fayette? The boys and girls grow up and
leave the home as the robins leave their nest, but the old
hills and valleys remain; and other people, though not as
many as of yore, are digging among the rocks and tilling the
same old farms, trying to earn an honest living.
Perhaps you are not aware that this present year, 1892,
i the one hundredth anniver ary of the organization of the
Bapti t hurch at Fayette Co1 ner. uch, however, is the case.
We feel that thi i a critical period in our history and unless the friend of the church and the town who have gone
from our midst, but who, we believe, remember us still, rally
and ome to our aid, we fear that this grand old monument
that for a century ha stood as a sentinel to guard the hearts
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"and the homes of this goodly people will soon live only
in the heart of those who once knew and loved it.
Both of the other churches that once stood bv its side
are gone, and this one alone remains to perpetuate the
Christianity that was such an important factor in the lives
of those who first came here to make for themselves a home.
Thing have changed within the last twenty-five or
fifty years. The old farms are not as productive as they used
to be, and the dollars come harder; and so the boys grow
up and go away where greater opportunities for life present
themselves; and, as a natural consequence, the church that
was once strong and vigorous has become weakened till she
almost despairs of life. But there i still a membership of
nearly seventy-five; and though at p1esent we have no pastor,
the people come over the same old hills and gather in God's
temple to wor hip him in the simple, old-fashioned way on
each Sabbath morning. Boys and girls are still growing up
here, to go out into the world as you have clone. And the
que tion we ask today is, shall they go out followed by the
inHuence of truth, and justice, and morality and Christlikeness that you went with, and that you owe your success in life to, in a great measure, whether you recognize it
or not; or shall they go without it, perhaps to find it somewhere el e, perhaps to find the consequences that lack of it
may bring?
We have had assurance from many of those who once
lived here that they are ready and anxious to give something
towards the work that we now propose to undertake.
\!\Te want to raise 5,000 to repair the church and parsonage and rededicate it free of debt at the beginning of its
second century to carry on the noble mi sion that we believe
was but begun in the century that is now about to close.

The question we ask you to put to your elf i not
whether you can give anything, for there is no one who
cannot give SOMETHI re, but HOW MUCH. If you cannot give . 500 or 200 or 50, give OMETHING. And for
the coming year should not the old home church in her
need come fir t in her demand upon you? If you were not
a MEMBER of the Church, does not your feeling of pride
and love for the old town and the old home and tho e who
used to wor hip here, but who now sleep, many of them,
beneath the sacred oil, appeal to you in uch a way as to
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bring a response? It is proposed to celebrate the centennial
either in August '92 or '93, as may hereafter be determined,
with appropriate ceremonies; on which occasion it will be
expected that all who have been members or friends of the
church and society, now living, will be present.
All communications should be addressed to Deacon
F. W. Small, Fayette Corner, Maine.

J.

H. STURTEVANT
F. W. SMALL

SIMEON CHASE

Committee."
In pite of this urgent appeal, in which one notes a tone of
desperation bordering on despair, only about $600 from nonresidents was realized, to which the residents added an equivalent
amount; and it ·was decided to go ahead with the plan submitted by Charles R. Sturtevant, calling for repairs in the amount
of ten to twelve hundred dollars, - considerably short of the
original plan estimated at $5,000.

The centennial celebration, scheduled for 1892 or 1893, was
delayed until 1894, because of the slowness in raising money, and
making needed repairs. However, the affair was eventually realized, in 1894, was quite ambitious and highly successful, according to the newspaper reports. A program of that occasion is
reproduced on page 33.
The church decided, in order to bring expenses more in line
with its reduced income, to unite with the church in Wayne in
the call to the pastorate of both churches of Rev. J. B. Bryant,
who commenced his work Jan. 1st, 1894.
Shortly thereafter, another considerable loss was suffered in
the death, in 1897, of Deacon Josiah Sturtevant, who, for nearly
40 years, had borne on his shoulders a large part of the load of
church work. Baptised in 1858, he was immediately elected
Treasurer, and Clerk in 1861, a position he held until his death.
He was elected a Deacon in 1866, and served as chorister for
many years, as well as in a number of lesser positions and committee assignments. Except for 3 years in the Union Army, and
two terms of a year each in govt. service in Washington, he devoted his life's work to Fayette and to this church. His widow,
Helen Ormsby Sturtevant, succeeded him as church clerk, and
continued as such for the next 30 years, until her death at age 92.
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J. Hr.. ·RY Dow
Deacon and Trnstcc, 1923-1961

As previously noted, the church numbered only 39 members
in 1897, and reached an all time low of 18 in 1908. However, in
1910, another stalwart appeared on the scene to take up the burden previously carried by Oliver Billing , by Abijah Crane, and
by Josiah Sturtevant, in the person of J. Henry Dow.
Mr. Dow first appears in the records as "Chairman of Finance" in 1912; then a · "Asst. Supt. of S.S. ," in 1917. He became
Sunday School Supt. in 1920, and joined the church, along with
Mrs. Dow, George and Ruth , in 1922. He was elected Deacon
in 1923, and from then on, until ill health forced his retirement,
he really carried the major part of the load of church work and
responsibility.

In the church record for l\.Iay 8, 1915, is this entry, "We feel keenly the absence of l\.Ir. & l\.Irs. J. H. Dow and
Ruth, who, because of illness, moved away, thus reducing
our resident membership by 3. They are still actively interested in our church, as is manifest by their lovely letters
of encouragement and financial contributions. '\Ve never
realized before the responsibilities of our church which rested
upon their shoulders, until those of us left behind had to
assume them."
A look at the last year of Deacon Dow's activity here discloses the following, DEACON - J. H. Dow
CHURCH TREASURER - Mrs. J. H. Dow
STA DING COMMITTEE - ]. H. Dow
BAPTISMAL COMMITTEE - J. H. Dow
BENEVOLENT COMMITTEE - J. H. Dow
SuPERINTE DENT OF S.S. - J. H. Dow
TREAS RER OF .S. - Ruth Dow
Mrs. Dow served as pianist, while both she and Ruth taught
S.S.

It is under tandable that the moving away of the Dow family
left a vacancy that was "keenly felt," after 30 years of devoted
service.
In 1911, during the months of April and I\.Iay, extensive repairs to the church were undertaken, supervised by Charles R.
Sturtevant, and on the 28th of May, the church was re-opened,
and a re-dedication service held. Again, in 1931, the church held
a special meeting "to decide on the matter of repairs which are
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greatly needed to be clone in the auditorium of the church; and
it was decided to purchase steel ceiling for the purpose." Charles
R. turtevant wa5 again chosen to take charge of the work.
The membership of the church in these years held quite const< ntly around 20; and about the same enrolled in church school.
Old Home Sunday, which has been an important occasion in
the church calendar for many years, was first observed in 1931,
w~1en the peaker was Rev. D. \\' . Kimball and music was furnished by the "Warblers," of Livermore Falls, with attendance
of about 100.
Rev. J. E. Herrick was the pastor from 1931 to 1938, and a
most
significant addition durinohis term was the baptism of
.
b
I'· · arle \Vebstcr, Doris H. Webster and Frances "'Webster, as
will be noted a little later.
Rev. Herrick re ·ignecl in October, 1938, and Rev. Warren
~Iesler began work in his place, December 1938, continuing until 1953. These were, perhaps, the most difficult years for the
chu.rch, - partly because they included the World War II
pe11od, and partly because, during that time, the last of the "old
generation," the people who had been the backbone of the
c~urch, were taken away. \Vi thin a few years, death took Deacc~n
~harle R. Sturtevant, Mrs. May B. Whittemore, Deacon Wilham Crocker; and illness fo1 ced the removal of Deacon J. Henry
Dow, Abbie F. Dow, and Ruth Dow. Without adequate replacement for them, the church certainly wa .rfoomed.
. Fortunately, Dwinal Hubbard, who had been a n:ember
since 1922, l\Ir. · i\Irs. F. Earle Webster, who were baptized by
Rev. Herrick in 1937, and Mr. & Mrs. Sidney V. Webster, w:ho
Were baptized by Re . Me ler in 19·19, picked up the load which
the older people had laid clmrn; and since the 1940's, have been
fo1cmost in the work of the church.
Dori ll. Webster (Mrs. F. Earle) was elected C.l~rk of ~he
church to rcplac Dea on Charle Sturtevant, - a position which
l~e ha · h ·Id continu u ly ever since; while F. Earle Webster took
In· place as Dea on. 1\Iary ·w eb ·te1 (Mr . Sidney V.) took over
the Wo1 k as 'rea ur r which, for many year had been done by
Mrs. Ma ' B: "'\\ hittemor , and later by Mrs. Abbie F.
(Mrs.
II.~; ..Dwmal llubbar~l wa · elected ~eacon, replacmg Deacon
t ~ ~ 1, and, ~h n untunely death claimed Deacon Earle \Ve~1? !ll 19GO, '1dney V. \V bster was cho en to fill the Deacons
P It1on.

pow

Li

39

· ' 1 RI 1 r C\RI 1 ro · HI RRI K. D.l) .. LL.D .. L.II.D.
Born in LiH·t mor » :\Jaine, in 1 ifi , the on of Re\'. Joel R. !knick and
:M arv Cha e I knick .•111<1 grandson of Simeon Cha " of F.t)t'lte. I le spt'nl
much of his bovhood at th · Ch ,1 <' honw in bl\Ctte.
E\cn afte1 ' ht' hccam ' th ' we ll known presicl ·nt of 1\nclowr 1' cwton
'I hcolo!?;ical School , he (()ntinucd to cont · hc1 " the last time as sp ·akcr al
Old I Iomc ·urnlay, 1952.

Older residents will recall the long horse-sheds, extending
between the church and the cemetery, and the hearse house adjoining, which sheltered the century old hearse, with its elaborate, carved, wooden plumes, its glass sides, and strap suspension.
The Town, by vote in 1945, gave the hearse-house to the church
for a woodshed; and a "Bee" was held in that year, to tear down
the horse-sheds.
It was decided, in 1950, to install electricity; and Charles
Crocker agreed to do the work for $135.00; and to give the light
over the entrance in memory of his father, the late Deacon William C. Crocker.
The church reported an increasing attendance at both church
and Sunday school; and, according to Rev. Mesler's report, the
church contituency was 47 families, of whom 21 were regular
church members. The re-painting of the exterior was undertaken in 1951, at a cost of 720.38, with much of the labor being
donated. The Ladies Aid, organized in 1944 with 9 members,
had grown, and become very active in raising money and in
other support of the church.
In May, 1952, the church was again incorporated. In case
this fact shall again be forgotten in the future, as it so evidently
was in the past, we note that its incorporation is recorded in
Kennebec Regi try of Deeds, Volume 11, Page 250, of records
of corporations.
Rev. ·w arren Mesler resigned as pastor in July, 1954; and
the church decided to terminate the arrangem nt, in force for
many years, whereby the Wayne church and the Fayette church
united in engaging a pastor to serve the two churches. The Fayette church then called Rev. Barbara Chandler as their minister;
and she served from 1954 to 1957. She baptized 11 new members; had a particularly successful Vacation School with enrollments of 45 to 55; and, in general, saw an increasing interest
in the church.
Rev. James Purington succeeded her in the pastorate. It was
at this time that the church determined to do something about
the lack of an aclequ<tte heating y~tem, and the settling of the
foundation. A~ in 1892, an appeal wa made to former members
and resident , by circular letter, with pledge cards spreading payment over three years. Hopefully, it· objective was excavation
beneath the building, a full cellar with cement walls and floor,
and an oil burning furnace. The e timated cost was 6,000.00.
The full objecti e was not reached, but the campaign produced
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a respectable 2,580.72 total. Rev. Purington added 5 new members to the church, making a total roll of 28, - the highest since
1915.

Rev. Arthur Harvey served a brief but succe ful term as
minister in 1959-1960, to be followed by the present pastor, Rev.
Gunnar E. Lindahl, who serves both thi church and the Farmington Falls church.
Mrs. Jennie Sonn (Mr. Freel), who had joined this church
by Letter from the Presbyterian church, immediately assumed
an active part in the work, and was of great help in both the
church and the Ladies Aid, from 1958 to 1905. She was added
to the Board of Trustees in 1960, and made deaconess in 1962.
Her removal out of State, unfortunately, compelled her to resign in 1965.
One of the most encouraging developments during this
period was the Young Peoples Group, under the direction of
Claire Flagg (Mr . Earle). Meeting every Friday evening, their
attendance varied from 12 to 30; and, of course, to the future of
the church, this is the age group of most importance.
Ever since the Building Fund Drive, there was much discussion and difference of opinion as to how to use the $2.580.72
which wa raised toward improvements that would cost ..' 6,000.
Some members favored going ahead on the proposed plan, and
borrowing the other . 3,500 needed, on a long term note; others
favored doing only what the money in hand ·w ould pay for, and
instead of excavating for full cellar, to build new cement foundation pillars below frost line, and install an o'l furnace on the
ground floor.
The cleci ion was, in a way, made for the chunh by .\Ir. Earl
Tobin, brother of Mrs. S. V. \Vebster, who offered to make a
gift to the church of a new oil-burning f urnac c. on concli ti on
that the church lower and insulate the ceiling of the sanctuary.
After further discus ion, the church voted to accept ,\Jr. Tobin's
offer.
The lowering of the ceiling and its insulation cost 5932.08;
a.n<l the building of a new chimney, plus clue t work and installat10n of the furna e, came to .. 938.66. Through the eflorts of the
Ladie Aid, the auditorium was completely redecorated, and
now pre ent a very attractive appearance.
Many of the old, family names, - prominent during the first
centm7 of the chur h's existence, have cfoappeared from the roll.
The famous Billings family is still rep1 esented by Natalie Bill45
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ings Connors, of Carmel, Maine; the Crane family disappeared
from the church roll many years ago; the \Valton family is still
recalled by Geneva ·w alton (i\Irs. James) who has been so helpful in the church music; the Richards, Bachellers and Palmers
no longer are listed; the Chase family has a present connection
in Arthur Chase who has frequently served the church in various
capacities, ancl his daughter, Roberta, who carries on the musical
tradition. The Sturtevant family had the longest, unbroken representation; from the two brothers, Andrew and Abisha, Revolutionary soldiers, a< tive in the church from its founding in 1792,
until 1951, their descendants, in varying numbers, appeared on
the church roll continuously for more than one hundred and
fifty years. Although two granddaughters of Deacon Josiah H.
Sturtevant, - Margaret Field (Mrs. Myron) and Helen Clapp
(Mr . Albert) , are still members, the Sturtevant name disappeared with the deaths of Deacon and Mrs. Charles R. Sturtevant, in 1942 and 1951, respectively.
The Tuck name no longer appears, but is recalled by Dr.
Russel C. Tuck, professor at Andover Newton, who has frequently served the church as a speaker, and was co-author of the History of Fayette. Dr. George Dow, professor at University of
Maine, still maintains his membership here, and continues his
helpful support. Another non-resident member, Edith Bamford
Doten, represents the Bamford family.
To these, and many more of the families too numerous to
mention, active in the first century of the church's existence, we
today are deeply indebted, - more so perhaJ.. 5 than we realize.
However, an even greater debt is owed to the faithful few who
have kept the church alive for the last half-century, - to the
devoted pastors, Longley, Kimball, Pugsley and Herrick, or in
more recent years, Mesler, Chandler, Purington, Harvey and
Lindahl, who have labored under discouraging conditions and
at starvation wages; for it is much more difficult to work without
the stimulus of a large and increasing membership, and, in many
cases, with no evident results, than it was in the days when the
members numbered over 200, and the meeting house was regular! y filled to capacity.
To the \Vebsters, Ilubbards, Fields, Lorraine Brewer, Orfa
Robertson, and Minola Rose, there have been added in recent
years the Redmans, the Blacks, the Bushies, and Calvin Smith,
as members. Not church members, but active in its support in
the congregation, houltl be particularly mentioned Mr. and Mrs.
Earle Flagg, Mr. and Mrs. George Gile, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
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Ham, 1\Ir. and 1\Irs. Carleton Pinkham, Hazel Farrington, and
Arthur Chase. Mi Ruth Dow, a former member, at times has
continued to give valuable aid, - e pecially in connection with
the Vacation School.
Though at times the struggle may have seemed discouraging,
the indiflcrence oi many persons fl ustrating, and the accomplishment of doubtful value, - nevertheless, in the long reach
of the centuries, the results of the efforts of these devoted people,
to keep alive the church and the principles for which it stands,
may ·well prove of far greater consequence than other things
which, for the moment, eemed more significant.
It is, of course, their hope that eventually an increa in~ population, and an increasing awareness of the things that really
matter, will bring more prosperous days to this old church; and
that the load may be lightened by being spread over an increasing number of shoulders.
The Church, in it · 175 years, has witnessed two radical
changes or revolutions in the life of the Town. The first, the
revolution in manufacturing industry and tran portation, spelled
the doom of Fayette's mall inclu trie and lucrative stage-coach
travel. The second, the opening up of the great plains of the
West and mechanization of farming, ended the profitable operation of small Maine farm . A third radical change is under way,
which, unlike the fir t two, promises to help, rather than hurt,
Fayette' prospects.
With the hard top surfacing of all main roads, thus making
them pa · ·able the 7ear around, with electric power now available in rural areas, with development in drilling which make
deep-well driving comparatively easy, and with modern improvements in spectic tank and ·ewerage dispo al sy tern , - man can
now live almost anywhere he choo es; and, increa ingly, he
chooses NOT to live in urban concentrations. For nearly two
decade now, there has been a constantly growing movement out
of the cities and into the uburbs and rural area .
Already we see in Fayette the fir t evidence of uch a tendnecy, - in the "Lovejoy hore " which i designed as a beautiful, year-round re idential area, in ea y commuting distance of
Augu ·ta, ·w inthrnp, Lewi ton and Livermore Falls; and close
by Kents Ilill chool, one of Maine's best preparatory s hool ;
and al o in the everal new homes recently built, 'Nho e owners
are commuters to the indu. trial center mentioned.
4

People are no longer "digging among the rocks and tilling
the same old farm , trying to earn an honest living"; but the
"same old hills" are still there; and the many lovely and unpolluted ponds and streams. Anyone who has lived among those
hills, and seen the beauty of far horizons, or knows the sharp,
clear air of October amidst a riot of color; anyone who has experienced the first, soft breaths of spring, smelled the new-turned
earth, and heard the cheerful "peepers" song, or felt the laziness
of deep summer when the warm air seems to distill its fragrance
of sweet grass and new mown hay, and the lingering, whistled
tune of the white-throated sparrow, the high pitched whine of
locusts, or the twilight call of the whippoorwills seems the perfect accompaniement, - can hardly resign themselves to the
monotony, the ugliness, and the dirt of those cement and stone
"canyons" where, even on a clear day one cannot see the sun.
So, it is to be expected, as more people come to realize the desirability of the Fayette hills as a residential area, and its central,
strategic location, the influx of residents will increase.
But another characteristic of the change that is under way is,
perhaps, even more important. Automation, electronics, cybernation are rapidly altering man's work load. The new Androscoggin Mill of Interantional Paper Company, for example, turns
out twice as much paper with half as many men, as does the
older mill at Chisholm; and this is only a beginning of what is
coming. So rapidly are machines taking over the work load, that
already a 30 hour work week is a distinct possibility; and the
logical conclusion is that, eventually, a very small part of the
working hours of the population will produce all the materials
we can use. The consequence will be enormous; we may even
have to devise some new system of distribution; and we certainly
will be faced with the problem of how to use such vast amounts
of leisure time.
Both these problems, at first glance, seem like delightful predicaments; but a little thoughtful consideration will reveal the
opposite. To devise a new system of distribution (in place of,
or supplementing the hourly wage) would require a degree of
dedication and unselfi hne s for which our people are, apparently, wholly inadequate and totally unprepared. It takes only
a casual look at the present political scene to realize that, in
spite of all the fine speeches of professed high intent, the whole
system i organized and operated on the ba is of "grab what you
can," whether nationally or individually.
Exce ive lei ure i a trouble which, we think, we would all
like to have; but, as the Briti h scientist, Thomas Huxley, wisely
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observed, "A man's worst difficulties begin when he is able lo do
as he likes." The increasing leisure, so far, has been devoted
mainly to a wild, chikli<ih pursuit of our animal appetites, lusts,
and in tincls. \Ve need not look at ancient history to see the dead
end to which such pursuits inevitably lead, - to the satiety, jaded
appetite , boredom, di5gust, psychoses, and, too often, suicide.
The education, and the dedication, needed to successfully
meet these two te t · will strain our resources to the utmo t. For
the education, we naturally look to our educational institutions;
but for the dedication, somethin~" far deeper than knowledge is
required, for it depends on the spiritual quality of our people, a quality which, all authorities agree, is presently in decline.
It may be that the residents of the New Fayette, like the first
settlers when they pau eel to reflect, ·will understand the urgency
of not only education, but also leligion, - for practical reasons,
if no other. To the three questions, which above all others, have
troubled man ince time began, and to which no computer ventures an answer,
"Whence do we come?
"Why are we here?
"Whither do we go?"
the church, alone, provides credible and pragmatically proven
answer·. Although the present generation, in large majo1 i ty, prefers to ignore the que tions, to live for the moment only, and
trust that death ends all, the Fayette Church is kept alive by the
faithful, for the sake of their children and in the hope that the
purpose of life may, once again, become a matter of primary
concern to the community.
Perhaps the most un-biased, objective and valued view is that
of a non-christian cienti t who, without question, was one of
the greate t minds of our age, Albert Einstein, and who said,
"Christianity, as taught by Jesus, contains the answers to all the
problems of manlind."
Our problems a1e many; they will certainly increase; it is,
therefore, rather foolish to throw away the answers.
If the condition of the church, and it · mall membership, in
recent year , ha at times seemed di couraging, it might be well
to reacl, and read again, the message left for us, and future generation , by Enoch vVatson, Clerk of the Fayette church, in 1 16,
when he laboriously penned in the records, -
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"A FEW REMARKS ON THE SITUATION OF THE
CHURCH THE YEAR PAST
"Let is be here notised that the Church during the summer
past has been in a very low state, under very Great Discouragements. Our harps truly were hung on the willows, we
could not sing the Lord's song in a Strange Land. Some
apprehended or had fearful Apprehentions that the Church
would lose its visibility. We maintained the form of Religion, but felt little of the Power with a fue Exceptions. A
fue appeared to be strong in the Faith & that there should
be a Reformation by and by. The Enemies of God appeared
to triumph Greatly; the Love of many had Waxed very Cold;
Iniquity Greatly abounded and we were expecting Judgements to be Executed upon us. Things appeared to continue
in this situation until October, and about the second week
in October Elder Billings appointed a prayer meeting at
his house, and but a very fue attended it. The meetings
were shifted from one place to another. About the fourth
meeting was at Dea. J er. Richards, when there was quite a
gathering of people and quite an attention. After this we
had crowded assemblies and a Great Solemnity on the minds
of the people, and an unusual Spirit of prayer was Given to
God's people. About this time is was discovered to very fue
that Bet ·ey Chase had something special on her mind, some
sense of her lost undone Situation. At a prayer meeting at
bro. J. Richards, Betsey Chase broke out in acclamation of
praise to God in a most Remarkable manner, and very unexpected to many. This is a meeting long tc be remembered,
and perhaps never forgotten - Behold, in the midst of Deserved Wrath, God remembered mercy.
"THESE REMARKS ARE INTENDED FOR THE
BENEFIT OF AFTER GENERATIONS INTO WHOSE
HANDS THIS BOOK MAY FALL, - never to be discouraged, but to hope in the mercy of God, and although the
vision should tarry long, wait for it. The Remarkable Displays of God's mercy will hereafter appear."
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APPE 'DIX

~1

OLD TIMES IN CHURCH

Jonathan Tuck , and Aunt Mahala,
Goodly folks a· lived in town,
He in suit of dark grey homespun
She in checkered gingham gown,
Are a picture in my memory,
·which I never can forget,
Sitting in their old time box pew,
I can plainly see them yet!
A they looked - two boys between them,
Boys who kept as still as mice,
Not a smile passed oe'r their faces,
But they campered in a trice,
When the la ·t "amen" was uttred
From the Pulpit - solemn-slow
Hardly such as one would recon
Set the pace those boys would go!
Oh! those memories! How they haunt me
Now I'm old and bent and gray,
For I see a hundred Faces
In the distance - far away.
Our box pew was near the entry
(What they now call vestebule)
My! How names of things have altered
Since I used to go to school!
Well, - I watched those goodly people
As they en tercel every week,
Pa sed before me - staid and solemn
While their faces looked so meek,
1 hat I felt a quiet calmness
As I wat hed them, one by one
Filing· into those old box pews
Whe1c they sat - till hymns begun
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Then thev rose, and "faced the music"
In the g<i'lle1) high and long,
Listen d to the old "bass viol"
Tun cl for anthems good and strong
Double bass, and violins also
Th1ee in number, all ·were there,
Maling s'veet -- yes - Heavenly music
For God's worship, rich and rare.
One dear face among tnc others
lfram<'d with hea\enly light and love,

Dear old saint!) uncle Reubc11< 1 >*
Singing now in realms above.
After music. <ame the reading
Of the sn ipture, then the prayer
And the people stood so jJa ticn t
\Vhile the parson kept them there.
For half an hour and lougcr
For he prayed most faithfull
For all peoples - Saints and Sinners
In all lands and on the sea.
, ·ow l sec dear urH le Bijah w *
Grand old Deacon - face aglow
\\rith the smile of (,.od upon it
\Vhilc he journe)ed here below.
car him, sat so traight and comely
Dca1 Aunt I Ia11ictt ' 1 > - good as gold.
And their children dose beside her
\Vho, today arc g1owing old.
Dca((rn Palmer, 111 stout and statel '
I can sec go marching on,
Close behind him - shoe a ·queaking
I·ollowed her, whose hrnrt he'd won.
\ .:. ·t along comes Uncle D:l\ id <» •
In hi long urtout of blue
nd a1 ound hi neck a kerchief,
Of th' brightest )'<'llow hue.
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Long he wore that coat and kerchief,
Styles in those old days staid fast
Saving much of care and worry
If one' · clothes would only last!
Good Aunt ancy<n> * sat be ide him
Just a trifle pale - perhaps
For he suffered with dyspepsia!
So - (twa <;aid) she lived on scraps.
' ow the Billing <n * pew I notice
Full of faces - old and young
All so quiet as they listen
To the sermon and the song!
Now I'm watching, in my vision
Little children, come and go,
Up and down the aisles they travel
And in classes form a row.
Which 'tis pleasant to remember
As with faces bright and keen
They drank in their Sunday Lessons
Which would make them wise I ween.
When the lessons oe'r - the luncheons
Were brought forth from many a bag
And the men folks gave a dinner
To each Faithful, tired old nag.
Oft, at noon-time came Aunt Betsey < >*
\Vith her foot-stove to refill
I can see her shake the shovel
Lest the burning coals should spill:
Then she took her seat and waited
Feet were warm, tho' day was rough
And she looked supremely happy
As she took her pinch of snuff.
Luncheon' over, Uncle Andrew <n> *
Rang the bell so loud and long
That the people hastened quickly
Ready for the prayer and song.
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To those quaint - old fashioned box pe\VS
Once again to hear the word
That would help them on toward HeaYen
\Vhere they'll find a rich reward.
For the service they have rendered
In the ~Ltster ' s ble sed name,
Better fa1 than worldly riche ·,
Gold or silver - Power or Fam e.
Other names, I'd like to mention
But my time will not permit
So I'll trust ome day in H eaven
\\'e may all togeth er rneel!

HELEN

Rdl'H 11n·s a 1c to : ( I
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Re 11 1>c11 < 1a11 e, (~)
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STl 'RTE\'ANT

\l> i jah C1.111 l', (~~ ) lla11 it•t Li a 1H'.

(1) Benjamin Palmc 1, (:>) Da\id ,\11cl e1 011. (Ii) • ' a11c..y ,\ndn 011 , (7) Oli\e1
Billings famil). (1') Bl l c \ Cha e, W) Andll'\\' Stu1 tcva11t.

TRUST FUNDS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS
F NDS
1851 - Hannah Davis
1864 - ~Iary Tuck
1861- Crane Brothers
1880 - Luther S. Crane
1907 - B. F. Cha ·e
1923 -Alberta Underwood
1923 - Jane Underwood
1930 - .Josiah H. and Helen E. Sturtevant
1930 -Ada Wing Mead
1930-Emma Wing
1931 - Myra R. Billings
1938-Howard H. Woodman
Total (at Livermore Falls Trust Co.)
(present market value - $12,900.00)
1883 - David Anderson (deposited in trust
with Un. Bapt. Convention of Me.)

TRUST

s

100.00
50.00
100.00
517.50
500.00
200.00
100.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
121.60
500.00
$5,189.10

$1,000.00

GIFTS

1950 - Light over entrance, by Charles Crocker, in memory of
his father, Deacon William C. Crocker.
1958 - Mrs. Avis Smith gift of the Staples place (originally
Solomon Bates') next to church pronerty.
1961- New hymn books with book plates, in memory of Deacon J. Henry Dow.
1963 - Pulpit light, gift of Mrs. Jennie Sonn and her sister,
Hilda Strasburger.
1963 - Hymn bo
racks, gift of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Whittemore.
1964 - Oil burning furnace, gift of Mr. Earl Tobin.
1965 - Railing for entrance steps, gift of Dwinal Hubbard
family.
1965 - Electric clock, given by Harold Bamford.
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PA

YEARS

TORS

1792-1798
1799-1841
1810
1811
1813
1814
1816-1817
1817-1822
1823-1825
1830-1833
1834-1835
1838-1840
1841
1841-1845
1846-1847
1848-1853
1854-1856
1857
1858-1864
1859-1860
1865-1866
1867-1868
1869
1 70-1872
1873-1874
1875-1877
1878
1879
1880
1881-1883
1884-1885
18 6-18 7
1888-1889
1890
1891-1892
1 93-1899
1900
1901-1908
1909-1912
1912-1913
1914-1916
1917-191
1918-1920

Eliphalet Smith
Oliver Billings
P. Pillsbury, A ·sociate
Daniel Mason, As ociate
.T oseph Palmer, As ociate
Thomas l\lerrill, A· ·ociate
Jo ·iah Houghton, A sociate
J e se Martin, Associate
John Haynes, Associate
Josiah Houghton, Associate
Caleb Clark, Associate
Luther C. tevens
Phinehas Bond, Associate
Phinehas Bond
one (E. Butler, Supply)
Arthur Drinkwater
Allen Barrows
Arthur Drinkwater
S. W. Avery
William Poole, Associate
C. F. ·weston
M. C. Thwing
None
S. D. Richardson
None
E. Nugent
None
Asa Perkins
L. C. Stevens (acting)
0. B. Raw on
None
G. R. Bar tow
E. T. Whittemore
H. M. Heywood
None
J. B. Bryant
E. T. Whittemore
D. W. Kimball
George F. Sibley
John Butler
B. H. John on
C. L. ·w heaton
E. S. Longley
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1921-192;)
1923-1925
1925-1931
1931-1938
1938-1953
1954-1957
1957-1958
1959-1960
1960-

Everett P. Kimball
F. L. Pugsley
Grace Pugsley (Mrs. F. L.)
.J. E. Herrick
Warren E. Mesler
Barbara Chandler
.James Purington
Arthur Harvey
Gunnar Lindahl
DEACO

s

YEAR

1795
1795-1845
1806
1806-1825
1825-1853
1825
1830-1857
1830-1862
1851
1851-1868
1866-1880
1866-1897
1880-1 87
1881-1889
1887-189·1
1923-1949
1923-1%1

Joshua Walton
Abijah Crane
.Jes e Smith
J ercmiah Richards
Joseph Ander on
David Knowles
Benjamin Palmer
Allen Bacheller
Abijah Crane, Jr.
Samuel Tuck
F. A. Chase
Josiah H. Sturtevant
S. Fol om
I. N. Fellows
Fred W. Small
William Crocker
.J. Henry Dow
Charles R. Sturtevant
F. Earle Webster
Dwinal Hubbard
Sidney V. Webster
Jennie Sonn (i\Irs. Fred)

1923-l~J.12

1915-1960
196019601960-1965
YEARS

CLERKS

Eleazer Goodwin
William Talbot
Ebenezer Turner
Enoch Watson
Ezra Fisk
Abi j ah Crane, Jr.
Jo iah H. turtevant
F. A. Cha e erved a Clerk Pro Tern 1862-1865
while ]. H. Sturtevant was in the army.
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1792-1804
l 8(H- I 80li
I 80()- I 811
1811-1831
1831-1 39
1839-1861
1861-1897

I. N. Fellows served as Clerk Pro Tem in 1871,
while .J. H. Sturtevant ·was in \Vashington.
F. A. Chase sened again Pro Tern in 187 5 while
.J. H. Sturtevant wa in government employ in
Washington.
Rev. J. R. Herrick (Pro Tem)
Helen E. Sturtevant (Mrs . .J. H.)
Charles R. Stm te\ant
Doris Webster (Mrs. F. E.)

1897-1900
1901-1931
1931-1941
1942-

MEMBERS OF THE FAYETTF BAPTIST CHURCH
1967
RESIDENT l\IEl\IBERS -

21

Deacon Dwinal Hubbard
Deacon Sidney V. \Vebster
Doris H. Webster (\Irs. F. Earle) , Clerk
Mary vVebster (Mrs. Sidney V.), Treasurer
Mrs. Margaret Field
Miss Gladys Web ter
Richard A. Webster
Mrs. Lorraine Brewer
Miss Orfa Robertson
Mr ·. Hilda Redman
Miss Bette Redman
i\Iis Minola Redman
Miss Almyra Redman
Harold Redman
Miss Gloria Black
Robert Black
Ralph Black
Miss Jolene Bushie
Miss Mary Bushie
Miss Joan Bushie
Mrs. Dorothy Bushie
Mrs. Ruth Black
John Bushie
Calvin Smith
NoN-RESIDE1 T MEMBERS-6

George Dow, 01 ono, Maine
Natalie Billing Connor ·, Carmel, Maine
Edith Bamforth Doten, Auburn, Maine
Helen \\ hittemore Clapp, Danvers, Mass.
Richard \Vhitternore, Bangor, Maine
l\Irs. Jennie Sonn
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP -

30
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OFFICERS OF THE FAYETTE BAPTIST CHURCH
1967

. Doris H. \Ve bs ter

C l<'rh .

. Mary \Vebster

TrNmtrcr .
Deacons .

Dwinal Hubbard, Sidney V. Webster

Tnnlees .

Dwinal Hubbard, Sidney V. Webster,
Charles Ham, George Gile

B< ncvolnzce Treasurer .

. Lorraine Brewer

S11nda)> Srhool Secretary and Treasurer

Cynthia Pinkham

Sunday School Superintendent .

Doris H. Webster

COMMITTEE FOR 175th ANNIVERSARY
General Chairman .

. Rev. Gunnar E. Lindahl

Co-Chairman .

. Charles Ham

Consultant and Advisor .

.Reginald H. Sturtevant

Program Chairman
Transportation

. Claire Flagg (Mrs. Earle)

.

Publicity .
Historical Exhibit

. Dwinal Hubbard
. Shirley Pinkham (Mrs. Carleton)
Doris H. Webster (Mrs. F. Earle)

Decoration .

. Frances Gile (Mrs. George)
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, \CIC\' 0' \'LEDG \I E.l\TS

While the primary source of the information on which this
booklet is based is, of course, the original records of the Church,
comprised in three, handwritten volume , covering the years
1792 to date, grateful acknowledgement is made also
to Dr. George F. Dow, Professor at the University o( Maine,
for his valuable assistance, in searching the records o( the
United Baptist Convention of Maine, and making available
other material;
to Dr. Russel C. Tuck, Professor at Andover Newton Theological Seminary, for information, and aid in securing
photos, as well as reference to his below listed history;
to Judge Benjamin Butler, of Farmington, Maine, for his
research in the registrys of Lincoln and Kennebec Counties,
and copies of old deeds and documents: and to the following publications, COLLECTIONS OF THE MA11 E H1sTORICAL Socn:TY, Vol. IV,
1856; (Brown, Thurston, Portland, Me.)
HISTORY OF FAYETTE, by Joseph H. U nderwoocl and Russell C. Tuck, (Charles E. Nash & Son, Augusta, Me.,
1956) ;
HISTORY OF THE BAPTISTS IN MAINE, by Henry S. Burrage,
D.D., (Marks Printing House, Portland, Me., 1901) ;
TURNS AGAIN HOME, by Everett Carleton Herrick, D.D.,
(The Pilgrim Press, Boston, Mass., 1949) .

REGINALD H. STURTEVANT
Livermore Falls, Maine
July I, 1967
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